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God Family
(Ephesians 1:4-10 MSG; sermon 1 of 5 in series “We Are Family”)

1. We are family.  This month, we are starting a new series here at Onalaska UMC. Our church leaders have decided that 2019 is our year for connecting with our neighbors, and we are going to start right here in the pews this month as we get to know our own church family. 

Our theme for the month is “We Are Family.” If you’re like me, you instantly heard the disco song by Sister Sledge… 

We are family! Parents, brothers, sisters, and me. We are family! Get up everybody and sing!

Okay, that proves two things: (A) I might have got the lyrics mixed up a bit; and (B) I dance like a dad. But you get the idea…

This February we are going to focus on our church family – the ways we are connected, and what that means. And we are going to take some family pictures – please stop by Jen Towner’s photo booth in the lobby one Sunday this month and get your photo taken for the church directory.

2. Adopted whole & holy.  So how exactly are we family? First, we are all related to Jesus Christ. In Matthew 12:50, Jesus says his family consists of those who love God: “For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” (NRSV)

Paul elaborates on this in our reading from Ephesians today. Long before God created the world, God already had us in mind – God’s children, created in the image of God, full of goodness and beauty, creativity and curiosity. The plan has always been to adopt us into the family through Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:4-5).

Many of you know that I have an adopted son, and we also have an adopted niece. From personal experience, I can tell you that adopted kids sometimes struggle with the question “why?” … Why me? What’s so special about me? Why do I deserve to be adopted? 

I think Christians struggle with the same questions. Why should God love me? I’m not a very good person. I screw up a lot. I’m a sinner. I am not worthy of God’s love.

But Paul explains that God doesn’t adopt us because we are perfect… but instead because God’s love for us is perfect. God knows we fall short of being perfect sons and daughters, but through God’s love we are growing as God’s children. Through the Holy Spirit, we are being made whole and being made holy (Ephesians 1:4). Just like parents love their kids – all their kids, born and adopted – God loves all of us as much as God loves his son Jesus Christ! As part of God’s family, we are growing together in love and obedience.

3. Getting to know God’s family.  So we really are family here at church. Some of us have been here all our lives, and some of us may have just walked through the door for the first time today, but we are family. Like all big families, we know some people better than others.

I want to take five minutes this morning and play a little church family bingo. You should have received a family bingo card when you came in this morning. Take your card and talk to someone in the pew ahead of you or behind you. Get up and walk around – make sure nobody gets left out. See what you can learn about your sisters and brothers…

[ANIMATED FIVE-MINUTE TIMER]

Okay, thanks! Isn’t it fun to find out what we have in common, and what is unique about our brothers and sisters?

3. The math of family.  Anybody who has raised kids knows – it is expensive! By one estimate, US families spend between $150,000 and $330,000 per child between the ages of 0 and 17… and that’s not including the basic cost of living! https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cost_of_raising_a_child#Dual-Parent_Family_-_USDA_Average_Spending_per_Child_(not_the_basic_cost_of_raising)

Yet most parents don’t spend a lot of time thinking about this cost. Instead, we spend our time loving our children. We know up front that having a child means a lifetime of care and cost, but also a lifetime of love… and we take on the challenge joyfully.

Likewise, the cost to God of raising us up as adopted sons and daughters is also incredibly high – paying for our sins and screw ups cost the life of Jesus Christ on the cross. And yet Paul tells us that adoption through Christ has always been God’s plan, and “what pleasure he took in planning this!” (Ephesians 1:5 MSG).

In Ephesians 1:10, Paul uses a technical Greek term – anakephalaiomai. This word carries not only a meaning of leadership, but also a mathematical sense of adding up a column of figures. In Eugene Peterson’s Bible paraphrase, The Message, this is wonderfully rendered as: “everything would be brought together and summed up in [Christ], everything in deepest heaven, everything on planet earth” (1:10 MSG).

Sometimes it’s hard for us to understand how we could be loved by God, let alone loved by our neighbors. But God counted the cost of loving us, of making us family, of caring for us as beloved brothers and sisters, and in Jesus Christ it all adds up. 

We are God’s family. And it is wonderful!

- Amen.

