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We Would See Jesus
(Matthew 2:1-12; sermon 1/4 in series “We Would See Jesus,” Epiphany C)

[glasses on forehead]

1. Epiphany.  Today is Epiphany, and the end of the 12-day Christmas season. [squint]

Traditionally, this is the Sunday when we remember the visit of the three wise men, who came looking for Jesus about two years after his birth.  [squint]

Epiphany has also become a general word meaning an insight or revelation… an eye-opening experience, or seeing something new all of a sudden. It comes from the old Greek word epiphainen, which means… [squint] … to reveal.

This year we’re going to…  [squint]  … Sorry. I’m having a hard time reading my notes this morning. I put my glasses down somewhere, and I guess I’m more used to my bifocals now that I realized...   [squint, look for glasses]

Wait. Here they are! … [pull glasses off forehead] … That’s better. I can see clearly now.

2. Eyes wide shut.  My wife thinks I suffer from MPB. It’s a degenerative disease common among teenagers. It gets worse with age. You know… MPB – Male-Pattern Blindness. 

For whatever reason, I have a hard time seeing things that aren’t where I expect them to be. Tidy up the living room and move my book from the end table to the shelf, and the book becomes invisible. I can’t find it. Rearrange the cupboards, and I can’t find the red pan. Hang a jacket on top of my coat, and my coat disappears.

Honestly, I try to see things. I really do! I will go through the whole house, room by room, looking for my laptop. Twice. Then I’ll give up and ask Anna-Lisa, who without even looking up from her game of Civ will say, “Didn’t you leave it on the dining room table?” And sure enough, when I go back to the dining room, there sits my laptop in plain sight.

Anybody else here suffer from Male-Patten Blindness? … Anyone know an MPB sufferer?

3. Confirmation bias.  Joking aside, we all have our blind spots. Sometimes familiarity makes us blind to the obvious – like when we walk or drive by the same people every day and don’t really notice them anymore. Other times we are willfully blind – like when somebody or something makes us uncomfortable and so we try not to make eye contact.


Confirmation bias can put the blinders on us. We pay attention to things we are interested in – like when you buy a new car and suddenly notice all the other cars of the same make on the road. We see what we want to see – like listening to the same news station all the time and hearing only what we agree with.

In today’s scripture, there is some serious PPB going on – Power-Pattern Blindness. King Herod and the religious authorities are blind to the Son of God in their own backyard. I mean really blind! The village of Bethlehem is less than six miles from the capital city of Jerusalem. An army of angels sang to a crowd of shepherds, who told everyone they met. A bright new star appeared in the sky. And nobody in the king’s palace noticed?

The religious leaders were looking for a messiah, a holy prophet thundering out the word of God and calling down fire from the sky, not a cooing baby born to an unwed mother. Herod and his advisors were on the lookout for challengers to the throne. They were looking for warriors and politicians, not a toddling peasant boy. 

4. New perspective.  Kings and priests, the people looking intently for God to appear, were blind to the Son of God as he actually showed up. He wasn’t what they expected, and so they couldn’t recognize him. What it took to see Jesus as the Son of God was fresh eyes, new perpective, an outsider’s view. What it took to see Jesus was three wise men from afar.

These wise men were probably from Persia or Babylon. They were probably not Jews, though they may have been familiar with some Jewish scripture and traditions. What they did know was that they had seen a bright new star, a heavenly herald of a new king, and they had come to see what new power had entered the world.

They didn’t know much. In fact, they had to ask Herod and his political and religious advisors for help. The Jerusalem scholars quote well-known words from the prophets Micah and Samuel Matthew 2:5-6; from Micah 5:2 and 2 Samuel 5:2. The difference is that the wise men actually hear these words and go for a look.

Because the wise men aren’t looking for a warrior-king or flashing prophet, they can see in Mary and Joseph’s two-year-old boy, toddling around and trying out new words, the miracle of God’s presence on earth. They can hear and take seriously the eyewitness testimony of Bethlehem locals who remember the angels and the shepherds on the night of Jesus’ birth. 

From their fresh perspective, the wise men can see in the little boy Jesus, as the song We Three Kings suggests, “King, and God, and Sacrifice.”

5. Cure for blindness.  Friends, spiritual blindness is a creeping curse that afflicts us all. Maybe once we saw Jesus at work in our lives, but we don’t see him anymore. We don’t see him because we are looking only for the Jesus we knew once upon a time, but God is ever-changing and ever-moving and we are sometimes blind to the new things God is doing.

All things are created by God and are good; all people are created in the image of God and carry that divine spark. Yet we are too often blind to those around us because they are so familiar they have become invisible, like our neighbor mowing the yard or the secretary at the desk. We are too often blind to the people around us because they make us uncomfortable – the invisible people who are poor, who look or act differently, who think differently.

When we look only for the God we expect, we are blind to the God who shows up every day in the unexpected. When we look only at the people like us, the people we like, we are blind to the neighbors we are called to love.

Fortunately, we follow a savior who specializes in curing blindness. Jesus who put mud in the eyes of a blind man to restore his sight (John 9) … Jesus who helped the scales fall from the eyes of Paul the persecutor (Acts 9:18) … This same Jesus can take away the dimness of our own souls.

This year, Onalaska United Methodist Church will be taking a new look at our community. We will be taking a new look at our neighbors, looking for God already in the city around us, looking for the people who need to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ from us, looking for the people who need to experience the love of God we can share.

Friends, Jesus Christ is the cure for blindness, a light so clear that it pierces the darkness and illuminates the world. In his light, we see light. Open your eyes – we would see Jesus!

Amen.



